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FRANCIS GARY POWERS displays a model of 
the U-2 spy plane he flew over the Soviet Union 
in i960 at his home In Burbank, Calif. 


International Incident 
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On May I, I960, five Soviet soldiers manned their post at 
.an anti aircraft station 1,200 males iti side the Soviet Union, 

They were Sgt, A, Fedorov, -Pvt A. Baiborodin, Lance Cot 
A Kuznetsov, Pvt. v„ Turkic and Bvt. B. Kondratyev, They 
activated their anti aircraft weapon and brought down a for* 
eign plane from an altitude of several miles. Their marks- 
manship, plus other factors, helped set off one of the most 
explosive international incidents of the decade. 

_ The pilot who parachuted t 0 safety, was Francis Garv 
Powers, conduct mg a surveillance mission for the U.S, Central 
Intelligence Agency. His capture not pnly exposed to the world 
some of the most secret espionage activities of the United 

Western b Al]fef PUt 3 CfUdal * train ° n U+Sl TeMions with its 

„ JJv lde i 1t put ‘I 1 * United States in the embarrassing 
ha ™ 1 6 acknowledge - after it had denied - that 
j £ Sovle t Union were part of a national policy, 
instances ^ the US ’ was W in S ^ Allies in eme 

i t f 

mnu t?' *** A - Gromyko, the Soviet ’Foreign Minister, was 
moved to warn the world that any aircraft that "again dares to 

reens SOrtie iht0 0u ^ b0r ^ ers wiI1 be smashed to smithe- 

deeti wlf ™ hfc ? 6 V i , speaking before the Supreme Soviet, 

S »*» . W , mUSt . flU ? cafe our defense appropriations in 
■ v as to maintain our reliable rocket weapons at the 

ready in order to be always prepared to give a fitting reply 
aggressors. He urged the Supreme Soviet and the 
commander of Soviet rocket weapons: . . do not rely on God 

men? r «? Ur croops and " laster,tlle technical equip- 

^L<Xr° that the rocket troops would be capable of dealing 
a devastating retaliatory blow at any moment.’’ ' S 

tn.Inr !nl Eisenhower, who was planning, a visit to the 
Soviet Union, was suddenly not welcome 

in l4i^ehM C v 0n Jr e T °l 1 the Big Four P° wers wa * Primed 
in pans m ehrly May. It collapsed before it could begin, ; 
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evS •"“>»" «?aat , sa m 'A ! s 

^S3 , iX c SnSsi.’S 1 ’ R ““* m ( 

how I d1h n thI le cn h T e Y as a s L erious 1 uestion in Powers' mind: 
how did the Soviets learn the secret of height-finding radar? 

Flights over Soviet territory had been going on for four years 
Cn- & S Sur f ’ j he Soviets were aware%f them. But, untd 
States h ’ did’^ve* had UlS ke y information - which the United 

intricacies ufth! tTo c ° ncei ; nirl S. height-finding radar and the 
intricacies of the U-2, the plane in which Ppwers was flving. 

research for his book, 'Operation Overflight," he 

feVrned 2hJ!uf Uy ° f h ? w the Soviet Union cou ' d have 

wh rhLJ ?: , the se S rcts of 0,6 U-2. His book, excerpts of 

'om nuhliciv^ 1 mg ! ° dav ; is the ,irst powers has spoken 
out publicly concerning the details of that flight. . P 


